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Saint John, N.B., June 13, 1962

L ottie  L. Kyle was the Founder of the Order of the E astern  S ta r in  New 

Brunswick. She was the f i r s t  Worthy Matron of the f i r s t  Chapter in  the A tlan tic  

Provinces, V ic to ria  Chapter No.l, Woodstockj the f i r s t  Worthy Matron of Frank H. 

Tingley Chapter No.5, Moncton; and the f i r s t  Worthy Grand Matron of the Grand 

Chapter of the E astern  S ta r of New Brunswick.

She was born Charlotte Louise B arter a t  Avondale, Carleton County, New 

Brunswick, on October 13, 1873. Her paren ts, James A. B arte r and Maria Trecia 

Qrser, were both of United Empire L oyalist stock. The B arter ancestry  was from 

England and the Qrser ancestry  from Holland. The Orser name was formerly 

Van A uslin. Later the Van was dropped a^d i t  became Auser, f in a l ly  changing to  

Orser. William Orser, great grandfather of L o ttie , received a g iant of one 

thousand acres of land on the S t. John River, where the Town of Hartland now 

stands, when he f led  from the revolutionary troubles in  New York s ta te .

L o ttie  was the only g i r l  born to  her paren ts, and besides her they had ten** - >

sons. Three of the sons died in  infancy, but the other seven grew to  manhood 

and doted on th e ir  only s i s te r .  *

L ottie  was married to  Daniel Woodworth Kyle a t  Avondale on November 22,

189A, and of the union were born three children, John, who liv e s  in  Montreal; 

Trecia, who^lives ir r Smsaato f and Donald, w h o ^ iw s in  Hopowo3sfc=Cape, N.B. A ll 

have been members of the Order of the E astern  S ta r . Trecia served as f i r s t  

secre tary  of Frank H. Tingley Chapter No.5, and represented her Chapter a t the 

17th T riennial Assembly of the General Grand Chapter held in*Washington, D.C., 

a t  which time she was said to have been the youngest voting delegate who had 

ever attended a T riennial Assembly. Donald Kyle was recen tly  Worthy Patron of 

Winston Churchill Chapter No.19, a t  A lbert, N.B.



D. Woodworth Kyle was an ardent Mason, and with such an example i t  was only

n a tu ra l th a t S is te r  Kyle should become in te res ted  in  f ra te rn a l m atters. When

they were liv in g  in  Woodstock, S is te r  Kyle journeyed to Houlton, ivk ine, and

received the degrees of the Eastern S tar in  F id e lity  Chapter No.32. Other

Woodstock lad ie s  did  the same, and soon S is te r  Kyle became imbued with the idea

of having a Chapter in  Woodstock. She was encouraged by S is te r  Cora B. Putnam

of F id e lity  Chapter, who served as Worthy Grand Matron of Ikine in  the year

1909-1910, and with great v igor they embarked upon the p ro je c t. A p e ti t io n  was

despatched to  the Most Worthy Grand Patron, Brother William H. Norris, of

Iknchester, Iowa, and he deputized Brother A lbert H. Newhart, Past Grand Patron,

Rockland, Maine, to organize the Chapter. On Ikrch 23, 1909, with S is te r  Kyle

as f i r s t  Worthy Ik tron , V ic to ria  Chapter No.l, the six th  Chapter to  be success-
€

fu l ly  estab lished  in  Canada, came in to  being. Brother Kyle became the second 

Worthy Patron of the Chapter.

Later, a f te r  moving to  Moncton, S is te r  Kyle carried  her enthusiasm fo r the

Order with her and was the means of ge tting  another p e ti t io n  c ircu la ted  which

resu lted  in  the formation of Frank H. Tingley Chapter No.5, and again S is te r

Kyle served as the f i r s t  Worthy I'ktron. *

Brother P h ilip  A. Jerguson of Boston, while occupying the positions of

Worthy Grand Sentinel and Right Worthy Associate Grand Patron of General Grand
+ •

Chapter, having been duly deputized, and then as Most Worthy Grand Patron, did 

a great deal of work in  creating new Chapters, v is i t in g  New Brunswick and Nova 

Scotia many times fo r  the purpose. F ina lly  when New Brunswick had gained eleven 

Chapters he proceeded to  se t up a Grand Chapter. There was no doubt as to  who 

should be the f i r s t  Worthy Grand ik tron , and when the Grand Chapter was formed 

in  Fredericton on November 5, 1930, S is te r  Kyle was in s ta lle d  in to  th is  high
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The new position  only served to in sp ire  S is te r  Kyle to  fu rth e r  e ffo r ts  and 

she v is ite d  a l l  of the Chapters and by her gentle manners and sweetness of 

character wielded a great influence fo r  good. In 1931 a vacancy occurred on a 

Committee of General Grand Chapter and the Most Worthy Grand Matron appointed 

her as a su b s titu te  and in  th is  capacity she attended the 20th T riennial Assembly 

in  San Antonio, Texas, in  November of th a t year.

S is te r  Kyle was a devoted member of the Methodist, l a t e r  the United Church
y»T

of Canada. She was of a very sympathetic nature, and always f e l t  keenly fo r

persons in  sickness or adversity . On her Chapter v i s i t s  she always sought out

the members who were sick or otherwise a f f l ic te d .

Her husband predeceased her in  August 1945, and her own death occurred a t

Moncton in  January 1946. Her funera l wa$ la rg e ly  attended and there was an

unusually large number of f lo ra l  p ieces. In response to a request which she

had made many times, Brother R. Donald Stewart, who had served with her as

Worthy Grand Patron, paid a tr ib u te  a t  the serv ice. Her remains were placed in

a v au lt and in  the summer of 1946 were removed to the cemetery a t  Avondale, the 
* v

place of her b ir th , and reverently  in te rred  there beside her husband.
*

" She followed the S tar to a b e tte r  land,

When the voice of the Master called  clear;

She lovingly served here w ith heart and hand,

And she answered the Call without fe a r . ”
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